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Final phase of restoration begins
Old Red preparesfor return to public life

Old Red Courthouse entered thefinal phase of
restorationto publiclifeinearly October, when Dallas
County Commissionersapproved construction on Phase 2,
thefinish-out of theinterior in preparation for installation of
Old Red Museum of Dalas County History & Culture.
Signingwith Thos. S. Byrne Genera Contractorsfollowed
soon thereafter and construction crewswereon site by
Halloween.

Nearly haf thefunding for constructionisprovided by
the Old Red Foundation, the non-profit corporation estab-
lished in 1997 to create the museum and manage the use of
therenovated building for public and civic events.

Foundation Chairman David Biegler said, “Dallas
County’shistory showsthat important advancesinvolve
public and privateinterestsacting in concert and thisisa
great example of achievement through such partnership.

Thedevotion and resourcesthelandmark building receives
from the community is matched by the support County
officials have shown for itsrestoration.” Mr. Biegler,
involved with the project for more than adecade, is
delighted by the Commissioners Court actions. “Old
Red will resume itsimportant place in this community,
perhaps the most important roleit has ever fulfilled, and
today the Court ensured that will be achieved soon,” he
said onthe occasion.

Phase 1, thestructural renovation, beganin spring
2001 with exploratory demolition, followed by hazardous
material abatement and the restoration of exterior stone-
work and interior wallsand archesto their original condi-
tion. Ceilingsand floorswererestructured and |oad tested.
Thelast stage of Phase 1, ending last spring, actually began
thefinish-out processthrough theinstallation of new win-
dow framesand glassto matchtheorigina 1890 style.

Phase 2, thefinish-out, involvesrestoring al interior
features. wallsto bewainscoted and plastered; floorsto be
surfaced; and ceilingsrestored to their original appearance,
repletewith crown and panel molding.

A new mechanicd infrastructurewill beinstalled,
providing HVAC, power, telephoneand dataservicesto all
reaches of the 70,000 squarefeet interior.
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Annually, the State Fair of Texas parade kicks-off at Old Red

DdlasCounty JudgeMargaret Keliher said, “I'm
delighted that thisproject ismoving ahead. Therestoration
of Old Red to its 19th Century condition and stylewill return
ittoitsproper statusasthejewel inthe crown of Dallas. It
will be particularly exciting to seethe clock tower back in
placeasit wasin the 1890s, which hasaready been ap-
proved asthe next phase of the project. Thisjoint project
of Dallas County, the Old Red Foundation, and the State of
Texasgivesusan outstanding building for dl of Dallas
County toenjoy.”

From the outside, the greatest change will bein the
restoration of the Old Red Clock Tower, removed in
1919. Although a“Phase 3" renovation, funding from
the State of Texas and Texas Historical Commission will
allow its construction coincident with Phase 2. Rein-
stalling the Grand Staircase will make the most dramatic
changefor visitors entering the Romanesque-style
building. The staircase did more than access the four
levels of the building: it wasagrand architectural fea-
ture, the center of attention, from which speeches would
be given and announcements made.

JamesPratt Architecture- Urban Designisthe
project’schief architect, whosework onrestoring Old Red
spansthree decades.



Historic Courtroom at Old Red honorsHatton W. Sumners

Hatton W. Sumners (1875-1962), oneof America's
most influentia legidators, representing Dallas County for 34
years- from the Wilson to the Truman administrations- will
berecognizedinthe naming of arestored courtroomin Old
Red Courthouse, affirmed by Dalas County Commissioners
and supported by the Dalaslegal community.

Old Red Foundation Chairman David Biegler said,
“Hatton Sumners rolein Dallas progresswasvitad, and
restoring abeautiful courtroomin hishonor throughthe
support of thelegal community speakstothemission of the
Old Red Foundation: apublic-private partnership to return
Old Red Courthouseto itsproper role asacenter of civic
life. Weareimmensely grateful to theleadership of the
foundationsand firmswho have madeit possiblethrough
their largesse.”

The courtroomwill serve educational and jurispruden-
tid roles. Designated a“vigiting court,” it will occasonaly
host civil proceedings. At other timesit will beavailablefor
moot court hearings, educational seminarsand presentations.

Congressman Sumnerswasthe*jurist’sjurist,” having
served on, and chaired, the House Judiciary Committee
longer than anyonee sein American history. During his
tenure, he served both Dallas County and the nation’slegal
profession, hel ping both progressinto the modern era.

Old Red Courthouse, thelocation of Sumners’ first
office, isthemost appropriate placein Dallas County to
honor hismemory, suggests Sumners Foundation Chairman
James Cleo Thompson, Jr. “Old Red washometo Hatton
Sumners. Hiscareer in public service began here, and he
felt agreat attachment: whileacongressman, hisDallas
residencewasablock away from Old Red, at the Bradford

Hotel. TheHatton SumnersFoundationisgrateful to

Dallas County Commissionersand JudgeMargaret Keliher
for thismost appropriate recognition of oneof Dallas
greatest public servants,” concluded Thompson.

Sumnerswasel ected Dallas County Attorney in
1900, working in thethen-new Red Courthouse.

Challenging theliquor and gamblinginterests(he
wanted them to close once aday for six hours), hemade
enemieswho forced himoutin 1902. Returningin 1904,
hissecond two-year term saw thefruition of hiscrusade
against the“industriesof idleness.” 1n 1906 hereturnedto
private practice but Six yearslater was convinced to run
for Congress.

Heservedinthe House of Representativesthrough
the Depression, the New Deal, and both World Wars
beforereturning to Dallasin 1947.

Thefirst legidationintroduced and passed by Hatton
Sumnerswasto designate Dallas asa customs port of
entry. Later, hewould bethe congressional point person
for thedriveto bring the Federal Reserve Bank to Dallas.

Appointed to the House Judiciary Committeein
1919, he became Chairmanin 1931. Hispath would likely
haveled to the Supreme Court, but in blocking President
Franklin Roosevet's* court packing” plan, headmittedly
“casnedin” hispalitical chips. A long-timealy of FDR,
Sumnersa so provided agraceful legidativeresolutionto
thecrisis, onethat allowed the most senior judgestoretire,
clearing theway for the President’s desired appointees.

Therestoration of the courtroomin Old Redisbeing
made possible by support fromthe Dalaslega community.
Please seetherelated article on pagefour.



Harlemwood, Dallas

When Spencer Williams, African
American actor, writer and vaudeville
performer, met Dall as-based film distribu-
tor Alfred Sack, they struck apartnership
that would produce an opusof historically
sgnificant filmsand offer Ddlasitsmost
unusual nicknameyet: Harlemwood.

Williams, from Vidaia, Louisana,
had been asuccessful singer and recording
technician at thetimetalkiesbegan replac-
ingslent films. Hebeganwritingand
actinginHollywoodfilmsfesaturing African
American actorsinthe 1930s.

Sack had started Sack Amusement
Enterprisesin 1920, movingitfromhis
native San Antonioto Dallas, alsointhe
1930s. Sack specidizedinfilmsfor
African American audiences, and became
amajor producer of thesethroughthe
1940s.

Working together, Williamsand Sack
produced tenfilms, shooting primarily in
theDallasarea. With subject matter
ranging fromreligiousdramato mysteries
to comicfarce, and including many musica
performances, thefilmshave become
moreimportant than their entertainment
vaue. They document, witharare
unembellished honesty, the culture,
lifestylesand living conditionsof the
African American community. Filmcritic
Thomas Cripps haswrittenthat The
Blood of Jesus, for example, is“an
exemplar of Southern Black fundamental-
ism, untrammelled by whiteintrusion.”

Following thesocid changesof the
late 1940s, ‘racefilms ceasedtobea
viableindustry, and their existencedowly
ebbed from cultural consciousness. Many
of thesefilmswerelost to posterity, until,
three decades|ater, atwist of local fate
brought them back tolife. In 1983, SMU
professor andfilm historian G. William
Jonesreceived acall about astack of films
turningtodustinaTyler, Texasware-
house. A quick trip out to thewarehouse

brought back exciting news—anumber of
thefilmswere reclaimableand were poten-
tialy thework of the* Harlemwood Stu-
dios,” thename Sack gaveto hisproduction
company.

Transferred to safety filmin 1985, and
recently digitized for even greater restora-
tion, the G. William Jones Film & Video
Collection of theHammon ArtsLibrary,
SMU, hasmadethefilmsavailableto afar
wider audiencethan ever envisonedintheir
origina release.

Harlemwood productions filmedin
Dallasarebelieved toinclude The Blood Of
Jesus (1941), Brother Martin (1942),
Marchin’ On (1943), Go Down Death
(1944), Of OneBlood (1944), Beale Street
Mama (1946), Dirty Gerty From Harlem

(1946), Girl In Room 20 (1946), and Juke
Joint (1947)

Film still from The Girl in Room 20 (1946)
with Spencer Williams

Thestoriesof Spencer Williamsand Al
Sack, of Harlemwood Studiosand Dallas
County’sroleinethnicfilmwill beafeatured,
multi-mediaexhibit at Old Red Museum of
DalasCounty History & Culture. Professor
Joneswrote, “ Although most Americans
remember Spencer Williamsonly asAndy
Brown ontheshort-lived CBS Television
versonof AmosN’ Andy (1950-53), his
work in Texasduring the 1940swashis
most significant achievement.” Old Red
Museum intendsfor thisgreater story to be
told and lastingly remembered.




Foundation and L aw Firms Fund
Sumner s Courtroom Restor ation

Nearly three-quartersof the$1-milliongoa in
restoring ahistoric courtroom has been pledged by
DallasCounty foundationsand legal firms, beginning
withaMagor Benefactor |eadership grant of
$250,000 by theHatton W. Sumner sFoundation.

Benefactors pledging more than $50,000 to the
restorationinclude Gar dereWynne Sewell LL P;
Haynesand Boone, L L P; Jackson Walker LLP;
Jenkens& Gilchrist PC; Jones Day; Locke
Liddell & Sapp LLP; Thompson & Knight
Foundation; and Winstead Sechrest & Minick
PC.

Additiona support has been pledged by
Carrrington, Coleman, Soman & Blumentha LLP,

The Sumners Foundation hasmaintained aslow
aprofileasitsnamesake congressman (hisstaff’s
greatest challengewasto convince himto campaign
for re-election), but it has supported awidevariety
of programsthat touch nearly al Dallas County
residents.

The purpose of the Hatton W. Sumners Foun-
dationis*to encouragethe study, teaching and
researchinto the scienceand art of self-government,
to the end that the American People may understand
thefundamenta principlesof democracy and be
guided thereby in shaping governmenta policies.”

The Foundation supports programsand activi-
tiesthat resultin anincreased understanding by the
public of thebenefitsof individua freedomand civic
and personal responsibility, and the corresponding
threat to liberty posed by alack of informed, active
participation by citizensat al level sof government.

TheHatton W. Sumners Foundation, Inc., has
granted morethan $13-millionto Dalas County
organizations, supporting youth character-building
programsthroughout the community, and scholar-
shipsat colleges, universitiesand law schools
throughout theregion and the nation.

Campaign over $12-million

The Campaignto Make History at Old Red has
received $12,004,282 in giftsand pledgestoward the
goal of $13.7-million. Major Benefactors($100,000
and greater) include:

Crystal Charity Ball 50th Anniversary
Linda & Mitch Hart
Federal Economic Development Grant
EDI Special Projects Grant
Summerlee Foundation

Hillcrest Foundation
The Rosine Foundation Fund of
Communities Foundation of Texas

Anonymous
Meadows Foundation
Pauline Allen Gill Foundation
Hoblitzelle Foundation
Bosque Foundation
The James M. Collins Foundation
The Hatton W. Sumners Foundation
The Eugene McDermott Foundation
Rosewood Foundation
TXU
Bank of America
Belo Foundation
The Constantin Foundation
Dallas Foundation
The Patrick & Beatrice Haggerty
Foundation
The Margot W. and Ben H. Mitchell Fund
of Communities Foundation of Texas
Simmons Family Foundation
Roy and Christine Sturgis Charitable and
Educational Trust
Texas Instruments Foundation
Wearegrateful for the support of all donorsat
al levels; a list of benefactorsisfound onour
website, www.oldred.org.

$12-m

Scaling History
Fundraising campaigns traditionally indicate progress on a thermometer of giving. e scaled ours against the
march of time of Dallas County history. Our current total of pledges and gifts brings usto the year 1983.
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